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Record-Breaking Yields Expected for 2004

Tennessee farmers are expecting record-breaking yields during
2004 for corn, cotton and hay, based on an August 1 crop yield
survey conducted by the Tennessee Agricultural Statistics
Service.  Soybean yields are forecast to decline from last year’s
record, but still represent the second highest level ever.  Burley
tobacco yield prospects also decreased from a year ago, while
dark-fired types increased slightly according to the recent survey
results.  State Director Debra Kenerson stated, “Moderate
temperatures and timely rains during the growing season have
most crops in good-to-excellent condition heading into the last
half of the year and producers are very optimistic about potential
yields.”  The August forecast, which is based on farmers’
expectations of final yields as of the first of the month, showed
the following:  Corn, a record 138 bushels per acre, up 7 bushels
from a year earlier; Cotton, 833 pounds per acre, 27 pounds
above 2003 and a new record; Soybeans, 37 bushels per acre, 4
bushels below the previous year but the second highest yield on
record; Burley Tobacco, 1,800 pounds per acre, down 100
pounds from last year; and Hay, 2.50 tons per acre, up 0.2 tons
from last year and a new state record.

Highest Corn Production Since 1920 

Tennessee’s corn production is forecast at 86.9 million bushels,
up 5 percent from a year ago and the fifth highest on record.
Based on conditions as of August 1, yields are expected to
average 138 bushels per acre, 7 bushels above 2003 and, if
realized, a new State record.  The previous record was set in

2001 when the average yield was 132 bushels per acre.  Acreage
for grain is unchanged from 2003's total of 630,000 acres.
Overall, the weather has been outstanding for corn development
this year.  As of August 6, eighty-four percent of the crop was
rated in good-to-excellent condition with only light disease and
insect pressure reported.  As of the first week of August, 96
percent of the crop had reached the dough stage with three-
fourths of the crop having entered the dent or beyond stage, a
week ahead of schedule. 

Soybean Production Down from Last Year

Soybean production is forecast at 42.2 million bushels, down 8
percent from last year but still the second highest production
since 1985.  Yields are forecast at 37 bushels per acre, 4 bushels
below 2003, but 7 bushels above the  5-year average.  Acreage
for harvest is estimated at 1.14 million acres, up 20,000 acres
from a year ago.  By the end of May, mild temperatures along
with adequate soil moisture had planting progress ahead of the
normal schedule and over two weeks ahead of last year.  Ninety
percent of the crop was planted by the end of June.  As of August
8, eighty-two percent of the crop was blooming with almost two-
thirds of the acreage setting pods, both ahead of normal.
Although crop conditions declined slightly during July, eighty-
one percent of the crop was rated in good-to-excellent condition
as of August 6.

Record-Breaking Cotton Production and Yield

Tennessee’s cotton production is forecast at 980,000 bales, up
90,000 bales from last year and surpassing the previous record
set in 2001 by 2,000 bales.  Based on conditions as of August 1,
yields are expected to average 833 pounds per acre, up 27
pounds from a year ago and, if realized, also a new state record.
Producers expect to harvest 565,000 acres, up 7 percent from
2003.  The 2004 crop was planted on-time and has had the heat
units and sufficient moisture to lead to a potentially great crop.
Development has run about a week ahead of the five-year
average and early maturing crops, such as this year’s, usually
produce better than average yields.  As of August 6, eighty-eight
percent of the crop was rated in good-to-excellent condition.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Lowest Burley Production in 68 Years

As of August 1, burley production is forecast at 45.0 million pounds, 5 percent below a year ago and the lowest production
since 1936.  Yields are forecast to average 1,800 pounds per acre, down 100 pounds from 2003 and the lowest in 6 years.
Tobacco transplanting ran slightly behind normal throughout the spring due to wet weather, but was completed on schedule
by the end of June.  The crop has endured excessive rainfall and heavy disease pressure.  Almost three-fourths of the acreage
had been topped by August 8, with the majority of the crop rated in fair-to-good condition.  Tennessee’s dark-fired tobacco
yields are forecast at 3,000 pounds for Type 22, Eastern Dark-Fired; and 3,400 pounds for Type 23, Western Dark-Fired; up
20 and 50 pounds, respectively, from a year ago.  Type 35, Dark Air-Cured, is forecast at 2,400 pounds per acre, the same as
2003.

New State Record Hay Yield and Production

Hay production, excluding alfalfa, is forecast at 4.88 million tons, 6 percent above 2003 and a new state record.   Yields are
expected to average 2.5 tons per acre, up 0.2 tons from last year and a new record.  Wet conditions during the spring hampered
hay harvest, but farmers made good progress during June and July getting a second and sometimes third cutting.  Hay has
remained in mostly good condition throughout the growing season.

Apple Production Down 17 Percent

Apple production is estimated at 10.0 million pounds, down 17 percent from last year’s production of 12.0 million pounds.
During the first week of April, development was ahead of last year and the normal pace for both budding and blooming.  By
the end of the month, cool, wet conditions slowed crop progress, fostered diseases, and hindered spraying activities.

Crop Forecasts: Tennessee and United States, August 1, 2004, with Comparisons

Crop Unit
Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production

2003
 Indicated

2004 2003
Indicated

2004 2003
Indicated

2004
Thousands Number of Units Thousands

Tennessee
Apples lb. --- --- --- --- 12,000 10,000
Corn for grain bu. 630 630 131 138 82,530 86,940
Cotton1 lb. 530 565 806 833 890 980
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 2,000 1,950 2.30 2.50 4,600 4,875
Peaches lb. --- --- --- --- 3,500 3,500
Soybeans bu. 1,120 1,140 41.0 37.0 45,920 42,180
Tobacco, All lb. 31.14 31.38 2,108 2,039 65,632 63,972
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 5.2 5.4 2,980 3,000 15,496 16,200
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. .4 .42 3,350 3,400 1,340 1,428
  Burley (31) lb. 25.0 25.0 1,900 1,800 47,500 45,000
  One-sucker (35) lb. .54 .56 2,400 2,400 1,296 1,344
Winter Wheat bu. 270 280 50.0 48.0 13,500 13,440
United States
Apples lb. --- --- --- --- 8,613,300 9,365,900
Corn for grain bu. 71,139 73,377 142.2 148.9 10,113,887 10,923,099
Cotton1 lb. 12,003 13,317 730 727 18,255 20,183
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 39,764 39,363 2.03 2.15 80,816 84,499
Peaches lb. --- --- --- --- 2,519,000 2,598,400
Soybeans bu. 72,321 73,655 33.4 39.1 2,417,565 2,876,627
Tobacco, All lb. 411,150 413,550 1,952 2,140 802,654 884,873
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 7.80 8.10 3,013 3,067 23,504 24,840
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. 2.90 2.92 3,505 3,571 10,165 10,428
  Burley (31) lb. 152.30 156.30 1,850 1,908 281,698 298,230
  One-sucker (35) lb. 2.84 2.86 2,748 2,883 7,805 8,244
Winter Wheat bu. 36,541 34,825 46.7 42.8 1,707,069 1,489,408
1 Production in 480-lb. net weight bales.  U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton. 
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Hired Workers Up 2 Percent, Wage Rates Up 2 Percent From a Year Ago

There were 1,293,000 hired workers on the Nation’s farms and ranches during the week of July 11-17, 2004, up 2 percent from a
year ago.  Of these hired workers, 953,000 workers were hired directly by farm operators.  Agricultural service employees on farms
and ranches made up the remaining 340,000 workers.  Farm operators paid their hired workers an average wage of $9.10 per hour
during the July 2004 reference week, up 22 cents from a year earlier.  Field workers received an average of $8.42 per hour, up 25
cents from last July, while livestock workers earned $8.75 per hour compared with $8.57 a year earlier.  The field and livestock
worker combined wage rate, at $8.50 per hour, was up 24 cents from last year.  The number of hours worked averaged 39.3 hours
for hired workers during the survey week, down 1 percent from a year ago.

The largest increases in the number of hired farm workers from last year occurred in the Southeast (Alabama, Georgia and South
Carolina), Northeast II (Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania), Lake (Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin), Southern
Plains (Oklahoma and Texas), Mountain III (Arizona and New Mexico), and Delta (Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi) regions.
Despite moderate rains in the Southeast region, peach harvest remained in full swing.  Peach production was expected to be much
higher than last year in Alabama and South Carolina, thus increasing the requirement for field workers.   After several weeks of
excessive rain in the Delta region, the reference week was relatively dry, which led to increased field activity. Therefore, more hired
workers were needed.  The largest decreases in the number of hired farm workers from a year ago were in California, Florida, the
Northeast I (New England and New York), Corn Belt I (Illinois, Indiana and Ohio), and Appalachian II (Kentucky, Tennessee and
West Virginia) regions.  In the Appalachian II region, above normal rainfall kept pastures green which lessened the need for
supplemental feeding and reduced the demand for hired workers.  

Quick Stats on the Census of Agriculture Now Available on the Web

The United States Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) released Quick Stats, containing
2002 Census of Agriculture data on the Internet.  Quick Stats is an Online Agricultural Statistics Database and provides access to
U.S. and State information.  It provides the ability to query by commodity, State(s) and county(ies).  The query dataset can be
downloaded for easy use in your database or spreadsheet.  Census of Agriculture queriable datasets include farm numbers, land in
farms, and average size of farm.  Also included in Quick Stats are datasets on other surveys and reports published by NASS. County
level queries are limited to five years because the dataset may be very large.  Some commodities and data items have historical series
back to 1866.

To find Quick Stats online,  go to the www.nass.usda.gov/census/ website, and click on "Quick Stats"  under the "Specialty
Products" section.

Census printed publications are available for sale through the National Technical Information Service at 1-800-999-6779.
Production, economic, demographic and environmental facts about U. S. agriculture are provided through regularly scheduled
weekly, monthly, quarterly and annual reports.  For additional agricultural information, visit NASS online at www.usda.gov/nass
for aggregate facts and figures or call 1-800-727-9540. 

Prices Received by Farmers: Tennessee & U.S., July 2004 with Comparisons

   Commodity
Unit

Tennessee United States
July June1 July 2 July June1 July 2 

    2003 2004 2004      2003 2004 2004  
Dollars Per Unit

Winter Wheat bu. 3.13 3.47 --- 2.89 3.47 3.31
Corn bu. 2.64 2.72 2.55 2.17 2.79 2.42
Cotton Lint lb. .440 .596 .5633 .463 .605 .5933

Soybeans bu. 5.79 8.98 8.00 5.82 9.05 8.21
All beef cattle cwt. 66.80 84.00 86.00 75.80 89.50 87.50
Steers/heifers cwt. 84.00 106.00 108.00 78.90 93.50 91.10
Cows 4 cwt. 41.00 51.00 53.00 44.90 53.60 55.90
Calves cwt. 91.00 118.00 120.00 102.00 125.00 128.00
1 Entire month.  2 Mid-month.  3 Based on purchases first half of month.  4  Beef cows and cull dairy cows sold for slaughter.
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All Hogs and Pigs: Number on Farms, by County, December 1, 2002 and 2003
District
and
County 

All Hogs and Pigs Hogs and Pigs for Breeding District
and
County 

All Hogs and Pigs Hogs and Pigs for Breeding

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003
Head Head

Carroll 1,400 1,000
2 2

Bedford 3,600 3,600 700 600
Crockett 500 2 2 2

Cannon 2,100 1,000 2 2

Decatur 1,400 1,300
2 2

Giles 800 2 2 2

Fayette 9,300 9,100
2 2

Lincoln 800 500 2 2

Gibson 19,000 23,000
2 2

Macon 3,900 3,100 600 500
Hardin 900 700

2 2
Rutherford 1,000 1,400 2 2

Haywood 1,200 900
2 2

Williamson 800 2 2 2

Henderson 4,600 3,000 1,100 600 Wilson 2,100 1,900 2 2

Henry 53,000 60,000 700 600 Other 1 7,900 8,500 2,100 1,700
Weakley 57,000 51,000 3,800 2,500
Other 1 12,100 9,900 9,900 8,600 District 40 23,000 20,000 3,400 2,800

District 20 160,400 159,900 15,500 12,300 Coffee 5,100 4,800
2 2

Cumberland 1,400 1,300
2 2

Franklin 9,500 7,400
2 2

Warren 700 900
2 2

Dickson 1,600 1,000
2 2

White 700 500
2 2

Hickman 2,600 2,300
2 2

Other 1 1,600 1,100 5,600 5,600
Lawrence 6,500 4,000 2,500 1,800
Robertson 4,100 3,500 600 2 District 50 19,000 16,000 5,600 5,600
Wayne 1,800 2,400 500 2

Other 1 1,400 1,300 1,000 1,700 Hamblen 700 1,100
2 2

Other 1 3,900 3,500 900 800
District 30 18,000 14,500 4,600 3,500

District 60 4,600 4,600 900 800

State 225,000 215,000 30,000 25,000

1 Unlisted counties combined with “Other” counties.  District 10 included in District 20 “Other”.
2 Combined with “Other” counties to avoid disclosure of  individual operations.


